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Getting to Know You 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


One of my favorite Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musicals is The King and I. As | child, | loved the 
brightly colored costumes, the dancing and singing, 
and the exotic setting. Songs like “I Whistle a Happy 
Tune,” “March of the Siamese Children,” and “Shall 
We Dance” stuck in my mind for weeks after | 
watched the movie. My mom had music collection 
with hits from several of Richard Rodgers’ and Oscar 
Hammerstein’s creations, in the piano bench, and | 
would proceed to pull it out and work on learning 
these favorites and others on the piano. 


As | grew older, | found myself focusing more on the story line - the 
struggle and importance of different cultures to find places of connectivity, 
and of individuals to find ways to honor one another; the importance of 
having ways to cope and give ourselves and one another courage and 
Support in unexpected and, sometimes, difficult situations. The songs 
speak to these things. 


My favorite song, though, was and still is “Getting to Know You.” Aside from 
the joyful lilt of the notes that are both friendly and tender, the lyrics 
provide a reminder of how important listening and learning and engaging 
are to building relationships and helping them to thrive. Words such as: 


Getting to know you, getting to know all about you 
Getting to like you, getting to hope you'll like me 


and 
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Haven't you noticed, suddenly I’m bright and breezy? 
Because of all the beautiful and new things I’m learning about you 
Day by day 


Getting to know one another is such a vital part of partnering together, 
working together, ministering together. | want to know more about you! 
And so, | am initiating a “Getting to Know You” tour. Over the next several 
months, both virtually and, when feasible in the context of keeping people 
safe during this pandemic time, will be reaching out with invitations to 
converse or meet with: 


e church leaders and leadership teams and/or congregations 
e authorized minister in specialized ministry, local church settings, and 
those not actively serving a ministry setting at this time 


| also invite you, if you are so inclined, to initiate a connection by emailing 
me at kwood@secucc.org. You may also text or call me at 404-616-2492. 
Please be sure to identify who you are in a text as | may not have your 
number in my directory yet and leave your information if you get my voice 
message. 


| look forward to listening to you, learning from you, and answering 
questions you might have for me along the way. Getting to Know You is a 
top priority for me as we partner in ministry together in and as the SECUCC! 
Thank you in advance for your willingness to connect you're your assistance 
in making this tour happen! 


News from the Conference Office 


Communities of Practice: A Program for Clergy 


For Specialized Ministers and Local Church Pastors, these covenantal 
groups provide support and accountability, while encouraging good habits 
and professional growth. Small groups (5-6) led by a trained facilitator 
provide a place to share resources, experiences, and encouragement in a 
confidential setting. 


Whether you are new to ministry, new to the UCC, or have years of 
experience, these groups are for you! The testimonies of those involved in 
Communities of Practice continue to praise the impact that groups have 
had on the personal and professional life of ministers. “Inspirational 
sessions with Worship, Prayer and Fellowship... this is a time we ‘unpack 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=ef17838b2a Page 2 of 9 


SECUCC Conference Connection: November 1, 2021 2/20/23, 4:52 PM 


our baggage’ of the clutter, as we invite Holy Spirit to fill the sacred space.” 
COP participant Dorinda Broadnax 


For more information about Communities of Practice, see this article on our 
website or contact Cindy Bovee-Kemper at COPfacilitator@secucc.org with 
questions or to sign up. 


Invitation to Installation and Ecclesiastical Council 


The Commission on Ministry invites you to two events coming up in early 
November. 


The first is the Installation of Rev. Haley Lerner as the UCC Campus 
Minister at the Presbyterian Student Center at the University of Georgia on 
Tuesday, November 9 at 8 pm Eastern at the PSC’s weekly service. The 
service will be in person in Athens Georgia as well as an opportunity to join 
online through the PSC's Facebook Page 
here:https://www.facebook.com/pscuga. 


The second event is the Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Barbara Dickason 
on the evening of November 17 at 6 pm on Zoom. Rev. Dickason is 
requesting standing in the UCC through the Privilege of Call process and 
currently is authorized by the Church of the Brethren. The Ecclesiastical 
Council is the last step for individuals seeking Authorization as an Ordained 
Minister in the United Church of Christ. You can register to attend Rev. 
Dickason's Ecclesiastical Council here. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for November 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, November 18 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean at 
HeartSongjJean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
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Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church 
Leaders 


e Monday, November 22 - 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
Many churches are moving to in-person worship. This is an 
Opportunity to learn about each other's experiences, 
recommendations, etc. We invite all Moderators, Church Leaders, and 
Clergy to be part of the conversation. REGISTER 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2021. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of October 31 


Howard Congregational UCC; Nashville, Tennessee 
Kathy Clark 

Dahron Johnson 

Ann Schoup 

Heather Fosburgh 

Marvin Morgin 


Week of November 7 


e Covenant Community Church; Birmingham, Alabama 
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e Lawrence Clark 
e James Johnson 
e Bruce Schoup 
e Jan Whiteman 
e Leo Seyij Allen 
e Brian Byrne 


Week of November 14 


Pilgrimage UCC; Marietta, Georgia 
Woody Clark 

Myrtle Johnson 

Heidi Schuler Jones 

Samantha Jo Snellgrove 


We rejoice with Rev. Ray Speller, pastor of Community Congregational 
Church (UCC) in Montgomery, AL, as he and his wife Krystle welcomed their 
newest child, Canaan, in mid-October. 


We hold Rev. Bonnie Bates, Conference Minister for the Penn Northeast 
Conference, UCC in prayer, as her husband Steve Vulcheff died last week. 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, 
Clemson SC 


News from the Wider Church 


Commemorating 30 Years at the Church House 


Please save the date for a virtual celebration, as the national setting of the 
UCC commemorates more than 30 years of ministry at the Church House, 
live from Amistad Chapel, on Saturday, December 4 at 2:30 PM ET. The 
denomination will honor our first three decades in Cleveland, as we 
prepare to transition from 700 Prospect to our new downtown location in 
early 2022. Look for more details in the coming weeks. 
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UCC continues — and expands — its ways to be anti- 
racist 

Apply now to become a facilitator of “Sacred Conversations to End Racism,” 
also Known as SC2ER. The curriculum’s creator, the Rev. Velda Love, will 
train 26 facilitators next year. The application form, found here, is due 
December 31. The yearlong training starts Jan. 25, 2022. 


Churches can also request an SC2ER workshop as part of a congregation's 
anti-racist work. Churches can email Love to consult about dates. She will 
design and lead the workshop — or, if unavailable, will suggest a facilitator 
to do so. There are 42 trained facilitators in the U.S. and one in Germany. 


News from our Local Congregations 


Ministry Scholarships Available from Pilgrim Church 
Chattanooga 


The Milnes Fund of Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC, was established in 
1996 through a bequest from Jack and Marjory Milnes to provide 
scholarships for individuals studying to become ministers in the United 
Church of Christ. 


To apply for a scholarship, please submit the following: 


1. current curriculum vita and 
2. cover letter which: 


a. includes a statement of ministerial philosophy; 

b. outlines future hopes/plans for ministry in the United Church of 
Christ; 

c. describes financial need; and 

d. provides three references, including one from your pastor. 


Award amount may be up to $3,000. The application should be submitted 
by November 22, 2021 for the second semester and should be sent to 
Mail@Pilgrim-Church.com. In the subject line please put Attn: Milnes 
Scholarship or Ministry Commission Chair, Pilgrim Congregational Church, 
UCC, 400 Glenwood Drive, Chattanooga, TN 37404. Phone: 423-698- 

5682. For additional information, you may contact Pilgrim Church. 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=ef17838b2a Page 6 of 9 


SECUCC Conference Connection: November 1, 2021 2/20/23, 4:52 PM 


Trainings and Conferences 


An Invitation for SECUCC Clergy 


Rev. John Mobley, Regional Minister for the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), has invited clergy of the 
SECUCC to join them for their Ministers and Mates Retreat. The retreat is 
being held January 10th-12th at the Wyndham Garden Hotel in Fort Walton 
Beach Florida. Clergy and “mates” are invited to share in this time with our 
Disciples of Christ siblings in ministry. Costs will include a $40 registration 
fee, lodging costs (a event room block and breakfast plan has been set up) 
and some on-your-own meals. There is a restaurant in the hotel, as well as 
many nearby eateries. 


This gathering is designed for both individuals and couples. If you would 
like more information about this event, please contact Rev. Kim Wood at 
kwood@secucc.org, and she will send you the details. Rooms must be 
reserved before December 9th, so don't wait if you are considering this 
opportunity for a beach view and time with other clergy. 


UCC Digital Programming 
Tuesdays for Nurture 
e Tuesday, November 2, 3:30pm ET - Church-Based Reparations 


e Tuesday, November 9, 3:30pm ET - Disabilities, Mental Health, and 
Racial Justice 


Thursdays for the Soul 


e Thursday, November 4, 3:30 pm ET - Mysticism and Mindfulness 
e Thursday, November 11, 3:30pm ET - Digital Funerals and Grief 


Conference Calendar 


November 2 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 6 
Board of Directors Retreat 
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November 9 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
November 9 @ 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm EST 


November 16 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 


November 17 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm EST 
November 18 @ 12:00 


pm - 12:30 pm EST 
laro Mi or | ISCEK 


@ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 


November 22 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.ser 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@sex 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.or 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.or 
Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.or¢g 
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